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418 Vocabulary

Proper Nouns

KR

Nouns

B
I
PR
a7

Pronouns

—

E

Verbs
Bk
EIER
N
Adverbs
B

mifan

gidnmian
shangdian
natian
zhuozi

quérén

kan qilai
huijia
renshi

zai

Rice (a dog’s name)

in front of

store; shop
on that day
table; desk

it (used for objects and non-human
animals regardless of gender)

to look like
to go home
to know someone; to recognize

again



1BEE 8 Grammar Points

1. £ zai

prep. at, in or on (a place or time)

£ (zai) is preposition that’s used in Chinese to explain where or when an
action took place. The word order in sentences featuring 7 (zai) is very
different from that found in sentences with similar meanings in English.

When used to indicate where something happened, is happening or will
happen, use of £ (zai) follows this pattern:

Subject + £ (zai) + Place + Verb + Object

BERFFIFN,
W0 zai daxué xuéxi Zhongweén.

| study Chinese in college.

In this sentence, the subject is F (wd; 1), which corresponds to the person
doing the action of studying. 7£ (zai; in) is the preposition, K& (daxué;
college) is the place where the action of studying is taking place, and XX
(Zhongweén; Chinese) is the object that explains what is being studied.

Note that in the Chinese sentence, the preposition {£ (zai) and the place it
refers to (K% daxué) come directly after the subject (¢ wd). This word
order is very different from English word order, in which the preposition (in)
and place (college) come at the very end of the sentence.



Let’s look at another example:

BAG B E— 1 RERIBIE R LK TRAY.
W& hé mama zai yT gé shangdian de gidnmian kan jian Mifan de.

My mom and | caught sight of Rice in front of a shop.

In this sentence, the subject is FF1BYS (wo hé mama; my mom and I). Next
comes the preposition £ (zai; in), the place, —“NEI/ERIERI (y1 g
shangdian de gidnmian; in front of a store), the verb, &, (kan jian; caught
sight of) and the object, K& (Mifan; Rice).

Note that while the preposition and the place come before the verb and
object in the Chinese version of the sentence, they come at the very end in
the English version.

Beginning students whose native language is English often make mistakes
with word order when trying to use 7£ (zai) in a sentence. Therefore, it pays
to be extra careful when using this word to ensure that you develop the
habit of using it correctly right from the start.

2. 1B hén

adv. really; very

In Chinese, 1R (hén) is an adverb that’s used in front of verbs or adjectives
to increase their intensity. It is frequently used in a way that’s similar to the
adverbs “really” and “very” in English.



Let’s look at an example:

EREIZKE,
Ta hén ai chr shuigud.

He (or it) really loves to eat fruit.

In this sentence, 1R (hén) appears in the exact same place as its equivalent,
“really,” in the English version.

Note that it’s also possible to translate the Chinese version of this sentence
using the English word “very.” In this case, two different English word
orders are possible: “He very much loves to eat fruit” or “He loves eating
fruit very much.” While it’s possible to put the adverb “very much” at the

end of the English sentence, no such word order is possible in Chinese.

Let’s consider one more example:

ERBAEK,
Ta hé&n xidng hé shui.

He (the dog) really wants to drink some water.

Here, 1R (hé&n) appears before the verb 18 (xidng; to want), just like the
adverb “really” comes before “want” in the English version.



3. ...H9B3{& de shihou

part of speech depends on context. when

In Chinese, .89 (de shihou) is used to talk about things that happened
at or during a particular time or period of time.

When used in a sentence, ..B98J{& (de shihou) follows this pattern:

Subject + Verb or Adjective + ... B9 {& (de shihou)

BN BREIRIZEESR
W xido de shihdu hén xihuan chi tdnggud.

When | was little, | really liked to eat candy.

In this sentence, ...A9BF{& (de shihou) is being used to talk about something
that was the case during a certain period of time in the past, in this case,
the during the author’s childhood. The subject % (w0; I) comes first,
followed by the adjective /)\ (xido; little), followed by ...AJRH{& (de shihou).

BERLIFNRR, EERYLERF LEBERNEMN,

W0 zaijia gongzud de shihou, ta xihuan zud zai zhudzi shang kan wo
de diannao.

When I’'m at home, he likes to sit on the table and look at my computer.

Here, ..B90%{& (de shihou) refers to a certain recurring period of time,
namely whenever the author is at home.



M Quiz

1. /NIRRT EMHA?
a. ER
b. /K&
c. NziR
d. KiR

2. BB BE 2T ARMERIANRAKIRAY?
a. 6H
b. 88
c. 2018H
d. 38

3. WABIEEEMEINRKIR?
a. EAIERE
b. EEE LE
c. EE/ERIE
d. ER/EHEA]

4, WEXRLTERT, KIREWRMHL?
. BB

b. HEM
c. BER
d. IZ3ER

[0))

5. KIREIRIZITA?
a. 7K

b. /N

c. Kk

d. 1RIE



HE Pinyin

Mifan
Wdmen jia ydu yi zhi xidogdu, ta de mingzi jiao Mifan, jinnidn 3 sui le. WS hé
mama shi 2018 nian 8 yue 6 ri Xingqr y1 xiawU, zai y1 ge shangdian de
gidnmian kan jian Mifan de. Natian tiangi hén re, ta kangildi hén xidng hé
shui, wé méiydu shui, sudyi g&i ta chi le pinggud. Ta chr le yT gé pinggud,

xidng zai chi yT gé pinggud, sudyita gén wdmen yiqgi huijia le.

Mifan xihuan kan dianshi, chi shuigud, y& hén ai chi mifan. W& bu zai jia de
shihou, ta xihuan shuijiao. W6 zai jia gongzud de shihou, ta xihuan zuo zai
zhudzi shang kan wo de dianndo. Shang gé xinggt tian wd hé Mifan qu
shangdian mai dongxi, ta renshi le y1 zht piaoliang de xidomao. Xianzai

tamen chdngchang zai yigi waén.

Mifan shi wémen de péngydu, wdmen dou xihuan ta.



2N EiE English Translation

Rice

My family has a three-year-old dog named Rice. In the afternoon on Monday,
August 6, 2018, my mom and | caught sight of Rice in front of a shop. The
weather was quite hot that day and he looked like he really wanted to drink
some water. | didn’t have any water, so | gave him an apple to eat. After
eating the apple, he wanted to eat another, so he came home with us.

Rice likes to watch TV and eat fruit, and he also really loves to eat rice.
When I’'m not at home, he likes to sleep. When I’'m at home, he likes to sit on
the table and look at my computer. On Sunday last week, Rice and | went to
the store to do some shopping and he met a beautiful little cat. Now, they
often play together.

Rice is our friend and we all like him.

Quiz Answer Key:
1.d 2.b 3.c 4.a 5.¢
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