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413 Vocabulary

Proper Nouns

+-4H shi’ér shengxiao the twelve Chinese zodiac signs
EEKXT Yuhudng Dadi Jade Emperor

FLIE] Fanjian The Mortal World
Nouns

A4S Xinggé character

iS5 tedian characteristic

2E zhihui wisdom

Ak youldi origin

2R zhongdian terminal point; destination
AT pingshi in normal times

IEES houldi after

Verbs

ESON bidoshi indicate

B tdongguod by means of; through
E guiding rule(s); regulation(s)
=] baoming sign up

& daibido represent
Adjectives

E & pubian common

LZIVN qingséng effortless

HIE xunsu fast

}E ginfen diligent

Adverbs

= jingrdn unexpectedly

{CIKET] toutou secretly

MItE céngci since then



Conjunctions

5]l
Een

T

Prepositions

xT
HT

yinci
bird

buguan

guanyu
youyu

therefore
for example
no matter (what, how, etc.)

about
due to



1BiE R Grammar Points

1. ME... A budan... érqié
conj. not only... but also

B (budan) is a construction used to express “not only” in Chinese. When
paired with T B (érqgi&) as in the construction ~ME...fMH, it is used to mean
“not only...but also.”
When B (budan)...M A (érqié) is used in a sentence where the subject of
the second clause is the same as the subject of the first clause, then it

follows this pattern:

Subject + /B (budan)..., T B (érqié) ...

INCMETREZER, MERSEH.
Xiao Wén budan hén congming, érgi€ hén nuli.

Xiao Wen is not only very smart, but also very hardworking.



Here’s another, more complicated example:

S, EHNERETHER, IIME—RRZBZSM T XMEEE, mHE
T HEFERR—ES.

Dangshi, mao hé ldoshtl shi hdo péngydu, tamen budan yigi baoming
canjiale zhege bisai, érqgié shud haole bisai ne&itian yiqi qu.
In those days, the cat and the rat were good friends. They not only

made a plan to attend the race together, but also decided to travel to
the starting line together on the day of the race.

If the subject in the first clause is different from the subject of the second
clause, then you should follow this pattern:

AB (budan) + Subject 1, T B (érqié) + Subject 2 + 13 (y&)

NMEBRBESMPER, MEKBEHLEM,
Budan wo baba hui zud Zhonggud cai, érgié wé mama yé hui zud.

Not only can my dad cook Chinese food, but my mom can, too.

You will also sometimes see this two subject structure used without T HE
(érgié). When T H (érqgié) is omitted, the meaning stays the same.



2. B#X jingran
adv. unexpectedly; actually; to one’s surprise

ZE 24 (jingrdn) is used in Chinese to express that something has happened
unexpectedly.. & 44 is similar in use and meaning to EA (jardn), but B

(jardn) expresses a feeling of surprise that’s more intense.

Sometimes, & (jing) appears on its own without the #A (rén), in which case
the meaning stays the same.

Check out the following examples to get a better idea of how to use &4
(jingran):

AR TLEFERBR, BREARGHEFERE,
Ké&shi daole bisai natian, ldoshtl jingrdn qi dé bi pingshi z&o.

When the appointed day arrived, however, the rat unexpectedly woke
up earlier than normal.

AT REUE, BTERM, EAREFN,
Daole gongsT yihou, wd céi faxian, jingrdn méi dai shduj.

After arriving at work, | was surprised to see | hadn’t brought my phone.

AEWMBNGERE, BFEAENET.
Zai gushi de jiéwei, ndn zhujué jingrén sile.

At the end of the story, the male protagonist unexpectedly died.



In each of the examples above, E4A (jingrdn) appears directly before the
verb and is used to indicate that something unexpected has taken place.

3. & buguan
conj. regardless of; no matter (who, what, etc.)

In Chinese, & (bugudn) is used to express “regardless of” or “no matter
(who, what, ect.)” A& (buguan) is similar in both use and meaning to the

more formal F5i (wulun).

A& (bugudn) is frequently used with question words such as {1+
(shénme), it (shéi) or /EAHE (z&nmeyang).

When & (bugudn) appears in the first clause of a given sentence, it’s
common to see #f (dou) in the second clause.

For example:

RNEBAR, BATEERESR,
Buguan zénmeyang, women dou yao jianchi.

No matter what, we all must persist.



Here’s another, more complex, example:

FEENBHEEZT4, TTEHBETEERAXCEEN—ED.

Buguan ta de youlai shi shénme, shi'er shéngxiao dou shi Zhongguo
chudntdng wénhua zhongyao de yibufen.

No matter where they originally came from, the 12 animals of the
Chinese zodiac are an indispensable part of Chinese culture.

Another way that & (bugudn) is commonly used in sentences that
present two different options or possibilities.

One way that the two possibilities or options can be presented in Chinese
is as verbs separated by 4~ (bu), as in the following example:

NEBMRXTATH, BHEEEHAKR.
Buguan mingtian xia bu xiayu, wd dou hui qu kan wod péngydu.

No matter if it rains tomorrow or not, | will go to visit my friend.



At other times, two nouns separated by /2 (hdishi) will be given as
options in the first clause, as in the following example:

NEBFERIEERZEEFIS, MBEHREA.
Buguan shi Zhonggud zhizao haishi Méigud zhizao, jiagé dou hén gui.

No matter if it's made in China or America, it’s very expensive.

A& (bugudn) can also be used with adjectives to express the equivalent of
the phrase “no matter how + adjective.”

Apply the following structure when using A& (bugudn) with adjectives:
A& (bugudn) + % (dud) + adjective, subject + £l (dou)

For example:

/

FEZm, BNEEE,

Buguan dud yuan, women dou yao qu.

No matter how far away it is, we have to go.



M Quiz

1. BRI ABE—R?
RAEEFRR
A ERSFHIR
FAERISH
RAEYR 1 IE

o

o oo

2. IRIBXHFIEE, T "EBNTARBHE?

a. ANIEREIRBSILEE
b. ANEBAESNRIH

c. ANEERIZER

d. ANIERET

3. AR~ a) F 2 IEFRRY?
a. T"EHRR-T-TH

b. T —EHERTFMEIT M5
c. E+EBENIRFS, FEZRNRE
d. RE—1PXFTTEHRRNNS

4. B— e RE—THEHE?
a. ¥4
b. &
c. R

d. ¥&

5. Bi—a)iEZ EM?
a. ER—REB/RE
b. JE—RZESRIR
c. EFEB—K, EREGLERE
d. EEAXHERR LERFERIY



HE Pinyin
Zhongguo shi'er shéngxiao de youlai

Shi’er shéngxiao shi Zhonggud yong lai bidoshi nianfen de 12 zhdng
dongwu. Yinwei yizhdng dongwu daibido yinian, sudyi yigé Zhénggudrén

de shéngxiao jiushi ta chishéng na nidn de dongwu.

Shu, nig, ha, tu, 16ng, shé, ma, yadng, hdu, ji, goéu, zha — jiu shi rénmen shud
de “shi’er shéngxiao.” Méizhdng shéngxiao diu you butdng de xinggé,
tedian. Bird ldoshtl daibido zhihui, nid daibido ginfen. Guanyd shi er
shéngxiao de yéulai, zai lishi zhong ydu buténg de gushi. Yéu Yuhudng
Dadi tdnggud pdobu bisai xudn shi &r sheéngxiao de gushi shi zui ptibian

de.

Hénijit yigian, Yuhudng Dadi xidngyao guiding fanjian de shijian, xuédnzé 12
zhdng dongwu bidoshi nidnfen. Yushi, ta dasuan juxing yici dongwu de
p&obu bisai, xian dao de 12 zhdng dongwu jii néng chéngwéi shi ér
shengxiao. Dangshi, mao hé I&oshu shi hdo péngydu, tamen budan yiqi
baoming canjiale zhége bisai, érqgié shud haole bisai n&itian yiqi qu. Késhi
dao le bisai natian, 1doshu jingrdn qi dé bi pingshi z&o, ziji toutéu de qu

canijia le bisai, méi gaosu mao.

L&oshli daole bisai didian hou faxian nid yijing zai nale, jiti tidodao le nid de
shénshang. Laoshu xin xiang: “Nid name da, wo zai ta de shénshang yiding
buhui b&i faxian, na wd jitl k&yi gingsong de dao zhongdidn.” Bisai kaishi

shi, nid jit kaishi p&do, méiydu yishi dao Idoshl héi zai ta de shénshang. Kuai

yao dao de shihou, Idoshl xunsu de cong nid shénshang tiao xialdi xian



dao zhongdian, dé le diyi ming. Yinci, nit zhi dédao le di’er ming. Houldi,

ha, tu, Iéng, shé, ma, yang, hou, ji, géu, zhi zhéxié dongwu yé dao le.

Yéuyt mao chidao le, Yuhuang Dadi yijing xudnhao le shi ér zhdéng
dongw, xianzai de shi’er shéng xiao Ii jilu méiydu mao le. Céngci yihou,
mao yT jian laoshu jiu yao chi ta, laoshu yT jian mao jiu pao. Buguan ta de
youldi shi shénme, shi'er shengxiao dou shi Zhonggué chuantdng wénhua

zhongyao de yibufen.



X ENE English Translation

The Origin of the 12 Chinese Zodiac Animals

The 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac are the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon,
snake, horse, ram, monkey, rooster, dog and pig. Each zodiac animal has its
own personality and is associated with certain characteristics. For example,
the rat represents wisdom, while the ox represents diligence.

There are several different stories that are traditionally used to explain the
origin of the animals of the Chinese zodiac. According to the most common
origin story, the 12 zodiac animals were originally participants in a race
organized by the Jade Emperor.

Long ago, the Jade Emperor wanted to create some rules to govern time in
the mortal world. He decided to choose 12 different animals, each of which
would represent one calendar year. Then, he made a plan to hold a race
among various different animals. The first 12 animals to finish the race would
become the 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac. In those days, the cat and the
rat were good friends. They not only made a plan to attend the race
together, but also decided to travel to the starting line together on the day
of the race. When the appointed day arrived, however, the rat unexpectedly
woke up earlier than normal. Secretly, he set off on his own to attend the
race without telling the cat.

When the rat arrived at the starting line, he found that the ox was already
there. He jumped onto the ox’s back, thinking to himself, “The ox is so big, |
definitely won’t be seen if | hide on his body, so | should be able to get to
the finish line easily.” When the race began, the ox started running without
realizing that the rat was still sitting on his back. As the ox neared the finish
line, the rat swiftly jumped from the ox’s back and arrived first, winning the
race. Consequently, the ox finished second. Next, the tiger, rabbit, dragon,
snake, horse, ram, monkey, rooster, dog and pig also arrived at the finish
line.

By the time the cat arrived, the Jade Emperor had already chosen 12
animals and so today, the cat is not included among the 12 animals of the



Chinese zodiac. Ever since the day of the race, whenever the cat sees the
rat, it wants to eat him and whenever the rat sees the cat, he runs away. No
matter where they originally came from, the 12 animals of the Chinese
zodiac are an indispensable part of Chinese culture.

Quiz Answer Key:
1.c 2.d 3.b 4.d 5.¢c
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