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22 Common Chinese Idioms
The Chinese Language Institute

W= Pinyin English
e = o) huishéng-huiseé vivid and colorful, true to life
- N lit. before it rains, bind around with silk; fig. to
R Q% é;/‘/a - : 3 y
RRFAEZ weiyt-choumou prepare for a rainy day
Sos X T s lit. to spit out one's heart and spill blood; fig. to
P 13 I ouxin-lixue work one's heart out
¥ AIEIE xidngrufeifei to indulge in fantasy
== (8] : A TS lit. a boiling cauldron of voices; a noisy and
A F= s rénshéng-dingfei overexcited reaction or response to something
IR T huobudanxing _mlsfortune does not come singly; when it rains
it pours
BEMx XIXI-xiangguan closely bound up
S _ f lit. lanterns red, wine green; fig. feasting and
KTLT %% denghong-jiuilii pleasure seeking
_ L lit. have one day's sun and 10 days' cold; fig.
FHE yipu-shihan sporadic effort; to work for a day then skimp
HE AL chishén-ruhua to reach perfection
E EFEER mianmian-xiangqu to look at each other in dismay
INDEEZE Xidoxin-yiyi cautious and solemn
S B T i = lit. value the broom as one's own; fig. to
W 532 bizhouzizhén attached value to something that is your own
K2 3 tianrangzhibié Ialnt;'):rstf different as sky and earth; fig. worlds
= . "y . lit. so loud that even the deaf can hear; fig.
= h _ )
RE LR zhénlong-fakui rousing even the apathetic
EERN jinjin-youweéi with great interest
s Pal e lit. glittering jewels to delight the eyes; fig. a
IR B linlang-manmu dazzling line-up
RESM jujing-huishén to concentrate one's attention
BEFPR XL weiran-chéngféng to become a general trend
o3 s lit. not look sideways; fig. to be fully
3 201
EESEE mubuxiéshi concentrated
N s e s lit. to prepare the herbal medicine by the
a0 Al rafa-paozh prescribed method; fig. to follow a set pattern
£ 0i0% I5oma-shitd lit. an old horse knows the way; fig. an
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experienced worker knows what to do

www.studycli.org



