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1Bk Grammar Points

1. X tai

adv. really; too; so; very; excessively

In Chinese, the adverb X (tai) is commonly used to modify adjectives. It is

” ” @

similar to the English words “really,” “very,” “so” and “too”. When used in
this way, it follows the pattern below:

X + Adjective + 7
This structure is used with Chinese adjectives to intensify their meanings.

EES

In sentences that feature positive adjectives like ¥¥ (hio; good) or jE=
(pidoliang; beautiful), adding X (tai) makes the positive meaning even
stronger.

For example:

R UBEKNE=T!
Zhége niihai tai piaoliang le!

This girl is really beautiful!

When X (tai) is used with adjectives that generally have negative meanings
like 7 (re; hot) or & (l&i; tired), it intensifies the negative meaning of the
sentence. In this case, this structure is frequently used to complain about
something that the speaker dislikes.

For example:



(SREET .
WO jintian tai lei le.

I’'m really tired today.

While the most common and basic use of X (tai) is with adjectives, it is also
possible to use X (tai) with certain verbs. These verbs include modal or
“helping” verbs such as &, as well as some psychological verbs like Z (ai;
love) or 8 (xidng; to want to, to wish).

When used to modify verbs, X (tai) follows this pattern:

K+Verb+ 7T

For example:

REBRT .,
Ta tai ai he cha le.

He really loves drinking tea.

If you want to use X (tai) to negate an idea or claim, this can be done by
adding 4~ (bu; not, won't):

Subject + "X + Adjective (or certain verbs)
In this case, K (bu tai) generally expresses “not very,” “not really,” “not

so” or “not too.” Note that there is no need to add [ (le) to the end of
sentences that use A~ K (bu tai).



For example:

BHEERKEH.

i

W0 baba bu tai gaoxing.

My dad isn’t too happy.

In this case, INX (bu tai) is paired with the adjective &3 (gaoxing; happy).
Notice how no J (le) is needed at the end of the sentence.

Let’s look at another example:

BREEAAAENRNGK,
W0 baba bu tai xihuan he shui.

My dad doesn’t really like drinking water.

Here, ANK (bu tai) is paired with the psychological verb EXX (xihuan; to
like).

Note that the Chinese adverb 1R (hén; very) is often used to intensify the
meaning of adjectives and certain verbs in much the same way as X (tai).
However, X (tai) is the stronger of the two adverbs. In short, if you only
want a little emphasis, use 18 (h&n), but if you want to go for maximum
intensity, use X (tai).



2. BE néng
v. can do; be able to, be capable of; possible

In Chinese, the auxiliary or “helping” verb &E (néng) is generally translated
into English as “can.”

BE (néng) is most commonly used to talk about someone’s ability to do
something that he or she didn’t learn or study. In other words, it is used to
talk about whether someone is able to do something, not whether he or
she knows how to do something that takes time to learn.

When using BE (néng) in this way, the following structure is used:

Subject + BE + Verb + Object

Let’s look at an example of how to use BE (néng) in a sentence:

fth BENZ 7 K IR
Ta néng chr liu wan mifan.

He can eat six bowls of rice.

Translating the above sentence is relatively straightforward. Eating six
bowils of rice isn’t generally something that one needs to study or learn
about to be able to do, so using 8E (néng) works well here.

Let’s look at another example:



0t

HEE—REBIADER,

W0 baba yitian néng hé bu shdo cha.

My dad can drink a whole lot of tea in a day.

In this sentence, 8E (néng) is used to state that the speaker’s father has the
ability to drink a lot of tea in a day. Since the action of drinking tea doesn’t
generally require special study or training, BE (néng) is the appropriate verb
to use.

BE (néng) can also be used to talk about whether or not something is
possible. It is commonly used to ask polite questions that would generally

involve the phrase “Would it be possible” in English.

For example:

REER HL— R AE5?
Ni néng bang wo madi yidian dongxi ma?

Would it be possible for you to help me buy a few things?

When paired with A~ (bU; not, won't), 8E (néng) is also frequently used to say
that something is forbidden or should not be done.

For example:



XERERE,
Zheli bu néng kaiche.

You can’t drive cars here; Driving cars here is forbidden.

The use of BE (néng) in this sentence might seem confusing because
driving a car is a skill that requires study or training to be able to do. Note,
however, that this sentence is not talking about a person’s driving ability or
lack thereof. Instead, it is talking about whether driving a car in a given
location is allowed. Using 1~ &E (bl néng) here simply means that driving a
car is forbidden.

Note that as you continue to study Chinese, you are likely to encounter two
other auxiliary verbs that are frequently used to mean “can.” These verbs
are &= (hui; can, know how to) and B ) (k&yi; can, to have permission to).

Although these verbs are sometimes used in a way that’s similar to B
(néng), they frequently have different meanings, so it's essential to
familiarize yourself with the differences between these three helping verbs.

3.7 le

grammatical particle. used to indicate a change of state or overall
situation; now

1 (le) is a very commonly used particle in Mandarin and an important
component of Chinese grammar. Due to the fact that it is used in many
different ways and can have many different meanings depending on the
context, 1 (le) can be confusing for beginners.

In this grammar point, we will focus on one of the simpler uses of [ (le),
which is to indicate a change of state or situation. When used to indicate a
change, [ (le) can be used with either adjectives or verbs.



When using [ (le) with adjectives to indicate a change in state, follow this
pattern:

Subject + Adjective + 1

For example:

1BIBE4 T .
Mama gaoxing le.

Mom is happy.

Because the 1 (le) in the above example is used to indicate change, the
English translation “Mom is happy” does not actually convey the full
meaning of the sentence.

Due to the use of 1 (le) here, it might be more accurate to translate the
sentence as “Mom wasn’t happy earlier but now she is.” Earlier, she may
have been sad, angry or simply indifferent, but now her emotional state has

changed and she is happy.

In addition to its use with adjectives, [ (le) can also be used with verbs to
indicate a change in the overall situation that’s being discussed.

The simplest structure for using 1 (le) with verbs is:
Subject+Verb +

For example:



BEERX T,

&k

Baba shuijiao le.

Dad has fallen asleep.

In this sentence, [ (le) is used to express a change in the father’s situation
or state. The use of T (le) after the verb &% (shuijiao; to sleep) tells
readers that he was awake recently but now he has fallen asleep.

Sometimes, the grammar of sentences containing the [ (le) particle can be
more complicated. For example:

BAIRSBERT .
Women jia méiyou cha le.

We are out of tea; We don’t have any more tea in the house.

In this example, T (le) does not come directly after the verb & (you).
Instead, the object “tea” comes between the verb and T (le), but the
overall effect still works to indicate a change of state.

Due to the use of [ (le) in this sentence, we know that the speaker used to
have tea in his or her house. However, that situation has now changed and
the tea is all gone.



M Quiz

1. HEE/LS?
a. =1t%
b. AT+%
c. NT%
d. /\+%

2. HEEZE
a. B4
b. EX
c. @

d. ZIm

3. EREERKHE:
a. IBADIK
b. #HFAE
c. BRZXR
d. BHEZ

4. HEE ) IRFNEBZR?

a. MPAKREZR
b. FIFEBR
c. FIBIEIES
d. FIEIEH

5. FIBRAEE:
a. FTHIE

b. EE%R

c. BBEE

d. AHFEE



HE Pinyin

W0 baba shi yishéng, jinnian 60 sui. Ta bu ai héshui, ai hécha. Tianqgi re de

shihou héch4, tian qgi Iéng de shihou yé hécha.

Gongzuo de shihou héch4, kan dianying de shihou hécha, zud chaztichée
de shihou héch4, da dianhua de shihou hé cha, chifan de shihou yé hecha.

Ta xihuan hé ta de péngyou héch4, yé xihuan yi ge rén hécha.

Ta tai ai hecha le, tiantian dou he cha, y1tian néng hé bushdo cha. Wo héle

cha bu néng shuijiao, ta bu hé chd bu néng shuijiao.

You yi tian, women jia méiyou cha le, ta yi tian dou méi shuijiao, ta shuo ta

bu néng méiyou cha.



N EE English Translation

My Dad Loves Drinking Tea

My dad is a doctor and this year, he’s 60 years old. He doesn’t like drinking
water, but he loves drinking tea. He drinks tea when the weather is hot and
he drinks tea when the weather is cold.

He drinks tea while working, while watching movies, while taking taxis, while
talking on the phone and while eating. He likes drinking tea with his friends
and he also likes drinking tea alone.

He loves drinking tea so much that he drinks it every day, and every day he
drinks quite a lot of it.

When | drink tea, | can’t sleep, but when he doesn’t drink tea, he can’t sleep.
One day we didn’t have any more tea in the house so he couldn’t sleep for a
whole day. He says that he can’t live without tea.

Quiz Answer Key:
1.c 2.b 3.c 4.a 5.b
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